
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Eco-warriors’ 
General Comments: 
I can’t believe it has nearly been a year since the last Eco-Champions 
competition when Ash Class took home the coveted Hedgehog Trophy! The 
challenge really inspired the children last year, some amazing learning 
took place and so I have decided to base this short term around this 
year’s challenge which has a water theme. This topic will direct a lot of 
our geography and science learning, but it provides some lovely writing 
opportunities too. We have some special visitors coming in over the next 
term to support our learning and lots of hands on and sometimes wet 
activities to get stuck into! 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World (Science, History, Geography) 
 
Science – Living things and their habitats 
 
In this unit children will learn about a variety of habitats and the plants 
and animals that live there. They will learn to tell the difference 
between things that are living, dead and things that have never been 
alive, and apply this in a range of contexts. They will make observations 
of a local habitat and the creatures that live there, investigating 
conditions in local microhabitats and how they affect the minibeasts 
found within them. This unit allows children to research a range of global 
habitats and how the living things that live there are suited to their 
environments, and also provides an introduction to the idea of 
dependency between plant and animal species. We will then consider how 
humans and the modern world can have a negative effect on habitats and 
living things. 
 
Geography 
Our topic will direct our geography work this term and will introduce 
children to the ecological challenges that face the modern world. 
Children will undertake a range of activities that challenge them to 
engage with environmental issues and to understand the simple changes 
we can make to live more sustainable lives. We will be thinking about 
both the human and physical geographical features of seaside 
environments and the ecological challenges they face as well as the water 
system and the ecological challenges faced further upstream. 
 
History 
We will cover more History later on in the term as this topic lends itself 
predominantly to the other Humanity subjects and there is already so 
much to cover in a short space of time! 

Language, Communication and English (including MFL) 
 
Reading 
In addition to their regular reading at home, children will have 
opportunities to access and read a range of both fiction and non-
fiction texts daily. Guided reading sessions every morning will allow 
children to further their comprehension skills and develop their 
understanding and perspectives orally through regular discussion. 
Children will have weekly opportunities to read individually on a one to 
one basis with an adult, developing their fluency in reading and 
inference skills. In addition to this, children will complete 
comprehension activities in a dedicated session once a week. 
Writing 
We have some lovely focus texts this term to inspire our writing. We 
will spend the most part using ‘The Tin Forest’, using this to put all 
our SPAG work into context when writing similar stories of our own. 
We will also be looking at ‘Michael Recycle’, to aid our explanation 
writing and topic work. 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
Spelling will be taught every morning and children will also have 
opportunities to practise their weekly spellings daily in their Spelling 
Journals. We will continue learning the Phase 6 sounds and developing 
our spelling strategies and editing skills. 
 
Grammar and punctuation focus this term: 

• Different ways to construct sentence  
• The 4 sentence types 
• Nouns and noun phrases 
• Apostrophes 

MFL 
Madame Shackleton will teach French to Ash class on a Tuesday 
morning. The children will continue to develop their French vocabulary 
to communicate in a range of ways, for a variety of purposes.  

Mathematical Development 
 
Children will continue to develop their confidence in maths and 
increase their mental fluency of numbers, their understanding 
of place value and the four operations. We will develop a range 
of written and mental strategies and methods in order to 
perform calculations with increasingly large numbers. 
 
Mathematical concepts covered this term: 

• Multiplication and division 
• Fractions 
• Data handling 
• Units of measurement 
• Time will be spent recapping and consolidating learning 

so far 
Children will be applying their understanding of these concepts 
in a range of real-world contexts during their maths 
investigation lessons on ‘Challenge Fridays’. In addition to daily 
maths lessons, the children will complete weekly times table 
challenges as part of their morning routine. 

Creative Development (Art and Design, Music, DT, Computing) 
 
Art and Design 
The children will be experimenting with a range of recycled 
materials and different techniques to create some imaginative, 
eco-inspired works of art.  
Music 
We did a little rap in September when we were thinking about 
poetry and the children loved it! So this term we will be hip-
hopping rap stars, ‘spitting rhymes’ that promote our topic 
while developing our understanding of beat, rhythm and 
performance styles.  
Design and Technology 
We will be using recycled items to produce puppets and sets 
based around the book, The Tin Forest. Children will spend 
time planning the most suitable materials to use, bearing in 
mind both the aesthetics and function as a moveable puppet. 
We will spend time evaluating our work, considering how we 
could make improvements. 
Computing 
The children will continue their learning of the Scratch 
programming software to gain a basic understanding of coding. 
We will also develop our word processing skills to produce topic 
work of a high standard. 
 

Physical Development 
 
Outdoor PE 
This term children will be developing basic game-playing skills, in 
particular throwing and catching. We will be working towards playing 
mini games of tennis, playing individually and in pairs. We will be 
focussing on developing our racket and ball skills, before thinking about 
how to use strategies and tactics to outwit the opponent. 
Indoor PE - Gymnastics 
This half term the children will be doing indoor PE with Mrs Matchett. 
They will be focussing on curling and stretching, exploring how they can 
show this using different body parts. They will build these into 
sequences, linking actions and varying speeds, whilst developing 
balance, co-ordination, control, flexibility, technique and strength. 
Fine Motor Skills 
In addition to the timetabled P.E. sessions, the children will continue 
to develop their fundamental movement skills. Concentrating on their 
agility, coordination and balance, our daily ‘FunFit’/‘WakeUp ShakeUp’ 
sessions will be a fun way to start the morning. 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 
This term we will be looking at the theme ‘its good to 
be me!’ We will be thinking about our feelings and why 
we sometimes behave the way we do, feeling good 
about ourselves and taking risks, managing difficult 
feelings and standing up for ourselves and being 
assertive. We continue to explore and use our growth 
mind-set theory daily.    
 

Forest School / Outdoor Learning:  
 
We will be making regular trips to the wild area to support our topic work 
and understanding of the world. We will also be using the Wild Area to 
guide our PSE, focussing on team building and communication skills. 
Just a little reminder: 
All children must have a pair of wellies in school at all times. 
 

Collective Worship:   
 

 Theme Value Big Questions 

 
Week1 

 
New Year 

 
Hope 

 
What is hope? 

 

 
Week 2 Prayer Reflection 

What do we mean when 
we say ‘the grass is 

greener on the other 
side of the fence? 

Week 3 Prayer Forgiveness Why do we forgive? 
 

Week 4 Light of the 
World 

Working 
Together 

What does ‘There’s no I 
in team mean? 

Week 5 
Acceptance Acceptance 

Should you believe 
everything that you are 

told? 
Week 6 Acceptance Acceptance 

What is self- 
acceptance? 

 

Spiritual Development:   
 
This term the children will be exploring the 
question ‘How important is it for Jewish people 
to do what God asks them to do?’ We will be 
focussing on the Jewish festival of Passover and 
begin to look toward Easter and the meaning of 
Lent   

Homework:  
 
Homework will be assigned on a Thursday and will usually be a maths 
based task. Homework must be returned by the following Wednesday. 
Homework will be based on what they have been doing that week so 
children should be able to consolidate their understanding, they may 
require a little support occasionally but please don’t do it for them! In 
addition to their maths homework, you can support your child’s learning of 
maths at home by providing them with a range of real-world contexts to 
practise, such as counting change, regular recalling of times tables and 
reading increasingly challenging numbers etc. 
Spellings 
The weekly spelling pattern will be given in Monday’s phonics session. 
Children will have opportunities to practise these every day before the 
spelling test on a Thursday. Spelling books will be brought home so that 
they can also be practised at home with your support. 
Reading 
All children should be reading regularly from a range of different texts 
and books. Listening to them read allows you to check their understanding 
and check for any misconceptions. Reading Journals will be brought home 
daily which you and your child can use to evidence their progress. At least 
three entries should be evident each week. In addition to their reading 
journal, children should complete tasks from the activity sheet in the 
front of their books. 

Themes for the term   
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