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The next few days … 
 
Monday 14th October   

Tuesday 15th October Cycling Workshop – Oak Class 

Wednesday 16th October Beech Class swimming pm 

Thursday 17th October Go Ride (selected year 5 & 6). Flu Immunisations 

Friday 18th October  Last day of half term 
 
 

Message from the Headteacher 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Creation Week has been a real success across the federation.  Children have been busy learning 
about creation every day this week and the work they have produced looks fantastic. We had a 
special visit from the Open the Book team on Monday who re-enact the stories from the bible, it 
really helped kick-start our themed week and the children always enjoy their performances. Each 
class went to the church on Wednesday for a prayer workshop led by Rev Sue and members of the 
community, who had some really positive feedback about the children’s reflections and 
understanding of creation.  I am looking forward to seeing the whole school art project using their 
tin cans.  It will soon be displayed in the office for all to admire.  KS2 would like to say a big thank 
you to Mrs Eaton and Mrs Shaw for visiting their classes to share their thoughts and beliefs on 
creation. I know the children really enjoyed it and helped to put their learning into context. Next 
week, Oak Class will be partaking in a prayer labyrinth with Rev Sue around the theme of creation 
to complete their learning. 
 
It has been lovely to hear about the children's sporting achievements this week. A special mention 
to Matthew for being awarded The Spirit of the Games award for his Determination at the event 
over the course of the last three years.  Matthew first attended the Cross country as a Yr4 pupil, 
having never entered anything like this before. The course was a challenge for him but he 
completed it. Last year he attended again and set himself the goal of completing without stopping 
or walking, which he achieved. And he continued in the same vein this year. Matthew is a credit to 
himself that he never gives up, is always determined to achieve his best and perseveres to fulfil 
his goals – true spirit of the games is always on display when Matthew is on the team and this is 
something we can all learn from.   
  
As a final point, please can we remind parents to wait with their children until the bell rings at 
8.50am, and not to leave them alone on the playground to ensure children are safely handed over to 
the teachers.   
 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Mrs Hammett  



  
Star of the Week - Well Done To….. 

 

Willow Class    Pre-School - Annabelle Reception  -   Catherine 

Ash Class  Year 1  -     Noah Year 2  -     Annabel 

Beech Class    Year 3  –       Nicholas Year 4  –     Theo  

Oak Class  Year 5  -     Emma Year 6 -  Oliver 

     
 

 Notices to Parents 
 
Sidmouth Science Festival  
Sidmouth Science Festival is coming up on Saturday 5th October to Sunday 13th October.  It’s a great opportunity 
for the family to explore and get involved in lots of science activities. 
Our children have all created fantastic pictures about the emergency services which will be displayed in Kennaway 
House from 10th – 12th October. 

Shoebox Appeal 
Once again, we are running the Christmas Shoebox Appeal on behalf of Blythwood Care. Suggested items include 
toiletries, stationery, clothing, small toys and sweets. Additional information and a checklist is available on 
www.shoeboxappeal.org and checklist.  Please return your filled shoeboxes to the school office by 12th 
November. 
 
Secondary School Admissions 
The school admissions team has asked us to remind all families of year 6 children to make an application for 
Secondary school before the 31 October deadline. Apply online by visiting www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline. 
If you need a printed application form or help completing the application, please let us know in the school office. 
 
Sports Festivals 
It’s been a busy couple of weeks with 3 different events being hosted at The Kings School for local primary school 
children. 
 
The first was the Ability Counts Festivals last week. This 
is a fantastic event for experiencing non-traditional 
activities and see just how much ability our children 
have when faced with a new challenge and they set 
themselves a goal to do their best. And that’s just what 
Harry, James, Matthew, Archie and Stanley did! The 
Boccia, Seated Volleyball and Archery provided a real 
challenge with balance, coordination and accuracy. 
However, it was the Indoor Curling and Rowing that 
proved the best hit. All boys worked very hard to 
achieve their best and came away with a host of 
certificates for Determination, Excellence and Passion. 
  
This week Beech class took part in an enthralling multi-skills relay event. The Kings sports hall had no less than 16 
relay stations set up!! Beech class worked in 5 small teams and everyone completed every station, accumulating 
points for every relay lap completed. The events included hockey dribbling, balance beam, ladders, target 
throwing, racket skills and rebound jumping to name just a few. The skills focused on agility, balance and 
coordination whilst the sports values focused on passion, excellence, respect and teamwork. 
We won’t know the results of the relays until just before the holiday as 3 other schools are due to compete next 
we. 
 
However we do know that as ever, the children displayed superb sports values alongside their competitive spirit 
and the following were presented with certificates from the Kings Sports Leaders: 
 



Respect: Oliver H, Theo, Matilda, Isla, Nicholas 
Passion: Oliver W, Alice, Tommy, Angus, Jack 
Excellence: Jodie, Robert, Ella, Tristan, Sam 
Teamwork: Arwen, Evelyn, Erin, Ashton, Sarah, Alby 
  
Finally, yesterday the whole of Beech and Oak took part in the area 
cross-country event at the Kings field. Following the recent couple of 
weeks of showers and heavy down pours we were blessed with some 
sunshine and NO rain, although it was quite windy! EVERY single child 
completed the course with their best effort for which we can ask no 
more and they should all feel proud of their own perseverance.   
There were some notable achievements during the course of the 
afternoon with several top 10 finishing positions for which the 
following children received certificates:-  
Oak Class 
Freddie– 3rd (Bronze medal)  
Max– 6th 
Grace– 8th 

 
Beech Class 
Isla – 1st (Gold medal!!) 
Angus – 8th 
Jodie – 9th 
Ashton – 10th 
  
Next week is a busy cycling week with all of Oak having a cycling session in school on Tuesday with Justin Knox 
from British Cycling. While on Thursday, 8 children from Oak join 8 children from Awliscombe Kingfishers class to 
compete at the east Devon Go-Ride event at Bicton.  Good luck to them - Mrs Moran 
 

Letters sent home  
 Years 4/5/6 Badminton Club 
 Bikeability (Willow Class)  

 
FOPS News  

Kids Café Friday 18th October 2019 – from 3pm in Payhembury Village Hall 

Hi all, Next Friday sees the return of Kids Café.  Many of you will know the score, but for those that are new to the 
school please read on! Kids café generally happens 4 times a year, mostly on the last day of half term, with a 
couple of exceptions if its particularly busy - i.e. Christmas. 

Each class takes it in turns to provide cakes, biscuits (homemade or shop bought are equally appreciated) or fresh 
fruit to be served in the parish hall. Parents/carers can come earlier than pick up if they fancy a cup of tea/coffee 
and a slice of cake in peace, otherwise, wander over after pick up and come and indulge! We don’t charge a set 
price for food or drinks - just donations. Any profit made is given to the class teacher and they then use that 
money to spend on items their class can benefit from, so the more cakes to sell the more money made! A couple 
of members from FOPS are always around to help set up and tidy away, but if possible, we ask that a few 
parents/carers from the class involved can also help set up, serve, wash up and clean away. We are generally all 
tidied away by 4.15pm. 

It is helpful if cake donations can be brought in the night before or the morning of Kids Café so that we know 
whether we have to buy extras, however, turning up at pick up with cakes is also fine!  This Kids Café will be run 
by Oak Class, so please come along and support them. 

Thank you  -  Anita (FOPS Chair) 

 



Dates for the Diary 
 
2019/20 Academic Year  
14th – 18th October - No activity clubs this week  
14th – 16th October – Pre-School Parent Interviews 
14th & 16th October – Parent Interviews 
17th October – Flu Immunisations  
21st – 28th October 2019 - Half term  
29th October 2019 - Non pupil day  
30th October 2019 - First day back after half term for pupils  
11th November 2019 – Armistice Service 
12th November 2019 – Tempest Photography  
20th December 2019 - Last day of term  
6th January 2020 - First day of term  
17th-21st February 2020 - Half term  
27th March 2020 - Last day of term  
13th April 2020 - Bank Holiday  
14th April 2020 - First day of term  
8th May 2020 –May Bank Holiday  
25th-29th May 2020 - Half term  
1st – 2nd June 2020 - Non pupil days  
22nd July 2020 - Last day of term 

 

 
News From St Mary’s Church, Payhembury 

Growing in Love Hope and Faith 

On Sunday there will be a C.A.F.E Service in the Village Hall. The Service starts 
at 10:30 but there will coffee and croissant served earlier. 

A thought 

There is only one limit to what prayer can do; that is what God can do. 

R. A. Torrey 

 

 



 



  


